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ABSTRACT 

This paper discusses ways in which maternal attitudes 
.may serve as mediating variables linking social class characteristics 
of the family to the socialization of children. Reference is made to 
the Family Problem Scale (Ernhart and Loevinger) which provides a 
psychological characterization of social class levels on five 
dimensions or subscales: authoritarian family ideology, approval of 
conventional social role for women, denial of hostility, concern for 
moralistic control, basic distrust vs. trust. Ten other subscales 
were created by imposing a priori constructs on items of the Family 
Problem Scale. These "a priori scales" are: old vs. new child rearing 
ideologies, mother's view of sex role, toilet training attitude, 
mother's house cleaning attitude^ resentf ulness, open vs. enclosed 
family, affirmation vs. denial of aggression, autonomy vs. 
dependence, subscales of autonomy and sex role .attitudes, attitudes 
towards pregnancy. In this report, preliminary ideas are given a^ to 
how the a priori scales might be related to social class levels or 
within them to variables like racial groupings and different-sized 
families. The- a priori scales are included in an appendix. (JHj 



* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished ♦ 

* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort * 

* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal . * 

* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the gtfality * 

* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available * 

* via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). SDKS is not * 

* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions * 

* supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original. ♦ 

* ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦^i^ ♦ ♦♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦^fc ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 



'iff 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION A WELFARE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED PROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN- 
ATING IT POINTS OF V/IEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT McCESSARILY REPRE* 
f*^ SENT OP PI CI AL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OP 

EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 

MATERNAL ATTITUDES 
Progress Report 



Annegret Harnischfeger 



David E. Wiley 



tH 

00 



University of Chicago 
November, 1973 



CO 



A component of the projects Research in the Methodology of Longitudinal 
and Cross-Sectional Studies has been to develop and test a structural 
ec^uation model for the parental production function in education . This 
report is a progress report for that coinponent. 

The basic strategy in developing suc±i a parental production fianction is 
to establish the mediating variables which link the social class 
characteristics of the family to the child's socialization. One of the 
links in this chain is the attitude configuration of the mother. This 
report summarizes some of the work to date which formed a part of the 
attempt at conceptualizing the ways in which these influences are 
mediated. Empirical data analyses based on these conceptualizations have 
been and are being performed and will be described in later reports. 
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Analysis of the Family Problem Scale 
(Ernhart & Loevinger, 1969) 

One of the main goals of the analysis of the St. Louis 
Baby Data is not only the clustering of social strata 
with respect to the traditional triad of income, occupation 
and education, but also to consider the variables of race, 
family size, housing condition, and psychological factors 
such as those measured in Ernhart and Loevinger *s Family 
Problem Scale (1969). We intend to characterize social 
class levels psychologically/tKe five original clusters 
of the Family Problem Scale and also by other scales 
constructed from' that same instrument by us. The subscales 
are as follows: 

(1) Ernhart & Loevinger 
Authoritarian Family Ideology 

Approval of Conventional Social Role for Women 

Denial of Hostility 

Concern for Moralistic Control 

Basic Distrust vs. Trust 

(2) Harnischf eger & Wiley 

Old vs. New Child Rearing Ideologies 

Mother's View of Sex Role (Special Longitudinal Scale) 

Toilet Training Attitude 

Mother's House Cleaning Attitude 

Resentf ulness 

Open vs. Enclosed Family 
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Affirmation vs. Denial of Aggression 
Autonomy vs . Dependence 

Subscales of Both Autonomy and Sex Role Attitudes 

Attitudes Towards Pregnancy 
The scale construction of Ernhart & Loevinger differs from 

ours in that the former was based on inter-item correlation 
a 

as/clustering criterion (factor analysis) and therefore was 
empirically based, while the new,,,scales are a priori 
constructs imposed on the items of the Family Problem Scale. 
Our target of relevance is inter-social class discrimination 
of psychological variables we consider important in child 
rearing practices. We will analyze the behavior of these 
a priori scales and assess their cohesiveness . 

The data from the St. Louis Baby Study also allow a partial 
analysis of change, because the Authoritarian Family Ideology 
subscale (AFIJ was given at two points . 

Figure 1 Timepoints at which the Family Problem Scale (FPS) 
was administered 



Birth 

of Child 3 years 3 1/2 years 



FPS, mainly 
to Blacks of 
Cohert II only. 
AFIee to Whites 
of Cohert II 

5 



ERIC 



FPS, mainly 
to Whites of 
Cohert I only 



All mothers were given the 1965 version of the Authoritarian 

Family Ideology subscale (APIes)^^ at the birth of the 

criterion child. Three years later the mothers of Cohert I - 

the total sample had been split into Cohert I and II - answered 

the whole Family Problem Scale. Unfortunately, many black 

mothers did not answer to questionnaire so that this 

measurement is mainly based on whites. The mothers of Cohert II 

answered the Family Problem Scale^^hen the criterion child 

was 3 1/2 years old. At this time point the emphasis was 

on black mothers and only the Authoritarian Family Ideology 
(AFIes) 

Scale/was given to whites. These conditions imply that the 
measurement of change cannot be based on the whole Sample 
and is also limited to the items of the Authoritarian 
Family Ideology Scale. 

Assumed Discriminative Power of Subscales 

Following are some preliminary ideas of how the subscales 
might be related to social class level or within them to 
such variables as racial groupings and families of different 
sizes. 

!• Authoritarian Family Ideology ; We conjecture that mothers 
scoring high on this scale have a conservative/ lower 
middle-class background, and may be often come from small 
towns or rural areas. These mothers should be upwardly 
mobile in their goals for children. Their ideal is the 
middle-class family life of about thirty years ago. High 

Version \AFI 6 s has 8 items that were elimited in the AFIea* 

2) 6 

The FPS includes the AFI 6 8 only • 
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scorers on this scale are in favor of traditional 
sex-role education; they enforce a strict toilet training, 
cleanliness and orderliness, and live on strict rules 
and schedules; they react strongly to being criticized 
by their children and are untouched by new insights into 
child development, we believe that mothers with an 
Authoritarian Family Ideology will be found equally often 
in the black and white lower-middle class groups. 

^' Approval of Convention al Social Role for Wome^ .- High 
scorers will be found itjainly in the middle class groups. 
This scale should be positively related to that described 
in 1). Surely sex-role socialization. is in accordance 
with the socializer's view of women. High scorers approve 
of the housewife's role and of a strong dependency status. 
As a consequ-ence of their approval of dependence they 
will not let their children practice autonomous behavior, 
and develop responsibility. Surely, this attitude will 
not be found in lower class black families, because they 
cannot afford it. In these families, many of which are 
•Without father, mothers experience that men do not take - 
over so much responsibility, m these families the children 
have to assume responsibility too. 

3. Denial of Hostility: It seems to us that mothers scoring 
high on this scale will not be found in lower classes but 
to a considerable extent in the upper half of the social 



stratum* The ideology of having to find everybody and 
everything nice is widely spread in the U.S. Problems 
are negated, mothers feel that they should be desperately 
happy all the time and convulsive/enjoy every minute of 
their life. This kind of attitude is an outcome of 
mis-education and socialization which lower class people 
"miss". 

. Concern for Moralistic Control : Presumably, this scale 
is also highly correlated with the Authoritarian Family 
Ideology Scale and high values may define the same 

group of people. Orderliness, a scheduled life, and 
conservative opinions about sex are characteristic of 
high values on both scales. Certain sex denying religious 
groups could be identified with this scale. Currently, 
we do not have information on mother's religious affiliation 
and we will, therefore, be limited to social class 
comparisons in confirming our hypotheses. 

Basic Distrust vs. Trust : ThifS scale is probably unrelated 
to SQcial class level. Many of the items are concerned 
with self-confidence, self-esteem, and relations with 
other people. Some, however, seem not to fit in this 
picture and are not easily subsumed under the scale name. 
We expect that this scale is related to more basic 
personality traits. Trustful, self-confident persons 
are presumably als /Ae more successful ones, the confirmation 
of which is hindered by the problem of defining successful , 
especially for housewives. Mother's education is a variable 

8 
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which reflects social class origins and is likely 

unrelated to trust or distrust. An analysis with 

mother's occupation, however, which compares the 

housewife to mothers employed outside the house should 

produce moae substantial differences. We would assume 

that working mothers are more trusting and that mothers 
level 

in higher/occupations have even more trust and self- 
confidence. 

6. Old vs. New Child-Rearing Ideology ! Although many of the 

, items of this scale stem from the AFI, a considerable 

number are different. This scale is restricted to items 

concerning child-rearing practices while the AFI also 

has more general items. We believe that mothers with 

high levels of education, that is, of high social class 

level will be in favor b£new child-rearing practices — 

those which are influenced by recent developments in 

child psychology and by psychoanalysis. This assumption 

is based on the observation that these mothers are more 

conscious about education and actively acquire information 

improving their children's socialization. At the other 

extreme, we assume, on the basis of other studies that 

also 

lower-class mothers/ behave more according to new 
child-rearing practices, because they are more permissive 
than lower middle-class mothers. 

7* Toilet Training ; This is a subscale of (6). The assumption 
is that rigid toilet training is in direction of older 
child-rearirtg practices. 

9 
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Mother >s House Cle aning Attitude : Focus on cleanliness is 

less expected in the lower class group. Although this 

scale is probably related to (1) we do not believe that 

it has enough discriminative power to differentiate social 
es 

class/clearly. 

9* Mother's View of Sex-Role : Again, a conservative traditional 
attitude is predicted for middle class — especially lower 
middle-class — mothers. Mothers from small towns or rural 
backgrounds should be even more extreme in their conservative 
views. 

10- Resentfulness; This scale measures the degree of pessimism 
toward the world and it is expected that people scoring 
high on this scale will score low on Trust (5) . As with 
the latter we assume no relation to social class but 
expect that the scale reflects more basic personality 
traits such as self-esteem and self-confidence. We will 
perform some of the same analyses with this scale as 
with (5) . . 

11 • Autonom y vs. Dependence ; Mothers who prefer dependence 

are probably less frequently employed and less trustful. 

Presumably they tend to follow the ideology of "a woman's 

place is in the home" and they keep their children 

dependent on themselves and tied to the house. This type 

occur > 
of mother seems to moie frequently in middle and upper 

middle class families and especially in small families. 

10 



Mothers of large families usually cannot avoid becoming 
more independent and autonomous and find it difficult 
to keep their children from developing independence. The 
impossibility of rigid control and close attachment of 
children in large families to their mother increases 
their autonomy even with basically dependence-fostering 
mothers , 

Enclosed vs. Open Family i Enclosed families are those 

Which prefer to be by themselves and have few guests 

and friends. We assume that this type of family is small 

and is found mostly in the middle and lower-middle classe 

In large families it is more likely that some members 

al 

bring friends home and a few addition/persons more or 

less do not really Increase the amount of effort any more 

be 

With respect to child-rearing, we expect this to/a rather 

important variable. We believe that children from open 

families are more likely to develop good relationships 

s 

to others and to make more subtle evaluation/of others. 

13. Affirmation vs. Denial of Aggression' : Mothers who 

permanently suppress their aggression surely exert a 
lot of it towards their children. They also force their 
children to deny aggression which ultimately brings about 
the same behavior. A permanently tense home atmosphere 
is one result. This behavior is closely related to 
Denial of Hostility (3) and will be analyzed similarly. 

11 
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14 • Subscales of Both Autonomy and Sex Role Attitudes ! We 
formed four subscales which focus on both autonomy or 
dependence and traditional or more contemporary sex 
role attitudes. The subscales cover the areas of women 
working outside the home, of women's general activities 
outside the home, of women's social roles, and more 
general basic issues of sex role differentiation. We 
expect the dif f erentiative power of these scales to be 
in the direction indicated for the scales "Autonomy vs. 
Dependence" and "Mother's View of Sex Role". 

Attitudes Towards Pregnancy- We assume that this short 
scale might differentiate mothers with few children from 
those with many. Mothers with higher social class 
backgrounds and many children, we believe to have especially 
positive attitudes towards pregnancy. 
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APPENDIX 



Scale Descriptions 
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